INTRODUCTION
Dennis Biggart, in his 2011 book about his father 'John Henry Biggart', wrote that: "Throughout N. Ireland, but perhaps more particularly in County Antrim, there were certain traditions in the farming community. One son inherited the farm, one entered the church, whilst another frequently studied medicine".
This was most certainly true of the 'Ballyhartfield Fultons', who had arrived in Carnmoney Parish from Ayrshire, Scotland, in the mid 17 th century.
1,2,3
Samuel Fulton, (1813-1872), was the fourth generation of his family to tenant farm in south Antrim. With his wife, Elizabeth Speers (1821-1905), they raised eight children on their 52 acre Ballyhartfield farm, which bordered on the SixMile-Water River, between Ballyclare and Templepatrick.
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Of their six sons, the three eldest inherited the farm, the fourth, Thomas Cosby Fulton entered the church, while the two youngest, James and Joseph Fulton, studied medicine.
JAMES FULTON
James Fulton(1861-1935) was born on the 3 rd December 1861 in Ballyhartfield. He qualified from the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland in 1889 and practiced as a family physician on the Woodvale Road, Belfast. 1 "A much loved physician, in a practice where his patients came from all walks of life and were treated with love and compassion. In the early days he made all his visits to patients by bicycle. At all hours he never refused a call to anyone in need. When he himself was ill, his patients spread straw on the road outside his house so that the carriages and trolley buses would not disturb him". James Fulton's life is commemorated by a plaque in the Woodvale Presbyterian Church, where the Fulton family worshipped. The other lasting memorial to James Fulton is at Fulton Park on the Woodvale Road, now the home of the Forth River Bowling and Tennis Club. It was opened in his honour in a lavish ceremony on the 4th October 1930. An article in the 'Ireland Saturday Night' newspaper described in detail Dr Fulton's 40 year association with cricket, football and bowls, both as member and patron. It was reported that the ceremony concluded with the unveiling of a portrait of Dr. Fulton "amid the cheers of the crowded audience". 1 Belfast City Hospital began life as the 'Workhouse' on the Lisburn Road in Belfast and from its beginnings in 1841 provided sick beds for the poor. It was so difficult to separate the sick from the destitute that the 'Workhouse' soon developed into a 'Workhouse Infirmary' with over 600 beds.
Belfast City Hospital recorded its first official surgery in 1850, created a dedicated operating room in 1877, and appointed its first trained surgeon, Dr. Lynass, in 1900. In that year Dr. Lynass performed '51 chloroform induced surgeries'.
As we can see from the below text, Dr. Joseph Fulton became head of surgery in 1905, at the age of 39, and continued in that post until he died in 1940. 1 Fleming's father had come to Manchuria from Ballyhartfield in 1884 as a missionary and was to become the longest ever serving Presbyterian missionary, staying for 57 years. 5, 6 During their time in Manchuria Fleming's family lived through several major Chinese wars, numerous droughts, floods and a plague. In 1888, still in his first year of life, Fleming nearly died of small pox. He made his first visit to Ulster at the age of seven on one of his parents 'ten yearly furloughs home'. He returned to England to attend the 'School In his position as chairman of the N.I. Orthopaedic Services he was closely involved with the development of a multidisciplinary school to teach children with cerebral palsy. The Belfast Education Authority opened Mount Collyer House in 1957 but soon renamed it 'Fleming Fulton School' in his honour.
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The official motto was 'Faith, Friendship, Service' (F.F.S.) and the prevailing philosophy 'One
Step at a Time'.
Thomas Fleming Stevenson Fulton passed away on the 9th January 1974, at the age of 87 and his obituary described his 'devotion to handicapped children.'
The next Fulton physician to make his mark on Belfast medicine was Fleming's son, Terence. 
